THE KING'S DOMINIONS
A speech made at the canada club in honour
of the rt. hon. R. B. bennett, april 20, 1939
April 13.      Great Britain guarantees Greece and Rumania.
April 14.       President Roosevelt appeals to Herr Hitler ani Signer
Mussolini to pledge themselves to abstain from aggression
for ten years.
April 20.       Mr.Chamberlain announces that he will form a Ministry
of Supply and nominates Mr. Leslie Surgin Minister
without Portfolio to consider the matter meanwhile.
[April 20, 1939.
T
HIS dinner to Mr. Bennett is held at a timely moment.
We all hope for a peaceful outcome, but everyone can see
for himself that danger is afoot. It may not be long before
the British Empire will have once again to marshal and reveal its
latent strength. At such a time, Canada becomes a notable factor
in world affairs. It is not only all over the Empire, but in all
countries that men are watching the attitude and action of the
Canadian people and of their Government. Canada is a country
of Party Government; like we had in the days when Britain was
rising to be a leading power. I must say I think we are very
fortunate to have on both sides of Canadian politics capable and
resolute statesmen who have a profound, inherent attachment to
the great causes of individual freedom and public law, which are
now so directly challenged. We must be thankful that time has
been given to enable the causes which are at stake to become
manifest to " all the men in all the lands " who wish to dwell
together in friendship and freedom.
The policy pursued by " His Majesty's Government in Great
Britain and Northern Ireland "—to use the jargon which the
Statute of Westminster has decreed—may have been open to
criticism for want of thoroughness and vigour. But no one can
say that it has not been animated by patience and good faith, by
a persistent desire to avoid war, and by an increasing willingness
to run risks with other nations to prevent war. I have sometimes

